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Preserving the Cultural 
Record of the Past while 

Innovating for the Future 

We are on the brink of an 
era unlike any other 



Why Digitize: Preservation 



Why digitize: Open Access 



Why Digitize: Discovery 



Why Digitize: allow new ways to 
interact with the content 



High Resolution Maps from Sessional 
Papers: were lost, now are found 



What is Digitization 

 
 

Digitization is the process of 
converting information online.  
 

This process is more of a 
management issue than a 
technical one. 

 



Workflow 

 

1. Locate funding 
2. Select materials 
3. Check copyright status 
4. Check condition for scanning 
5. Interlibrary loan 
6. Metadata 
7. Scan documents 
8. Quality Control 
9. Make the scanned material 

findable 



Quality Control 

Results are less than perfect 
... 



Poor scan quality: Rescanning 



Results are less than perfect ... 
Metadata 



Solution #1: Modify the Metadata 



Solution #2: Modifying the 
Catalogue record 



http://prod.library.utoronto.ca/maplib/dmgis/ca
1_ys_s27.htm 

Solution #3: Finding Aid 

http://prod.library.utoronto.ca/maplib/dmgis/ca1_ys_s27.htm
http://prod.library.utoronto.ca/maplib/dmgis/ca1_ys_s27.htm
http://prod.library.utoronto.ca/maplib/dmgis/ca1_ys_s27.htm


Recent Digitization Projects 

 
 

 Sessional Papers (UofT) 
 2006 – 2009 

 
 Ontario Digitization Project (ODI)  

 2009 – 2013 
 

 OCUL / UofT Digitization Project 
 2012 + 



What is still lacking 

 

A 

directory 

listing  

of  

publicly accessible collections  

of  

digitized Government publications 



Efforts to list the digitized 
Canadian Government publications 

1. Working Paper: Digitization of 
 Publications relating to the Parliament of 
 Canada, 2009. 

 
2. Surveys sent out by Ontario Digitization 
 Initiatives in June 2013 

 
 

3. 
 



This is what we need  



Internet Archive Canada 

 Non-Profit digital library 

 “Universal Access to All 
Knowledge” 

 Provides permanent storage 
of and free public access to 
collections of digitized 
materials, including websites, 
music, moving images and 
books 

 Books pilot project—2004 

 

 

archive.org/details/toronto 



Internet Archive Canada 

 98 collections of material 

 167 contributing libraries 

 441,866 digital items 

 138,606,478 downloads 
 

 

archive.org/details/toronto 

Canadian Libraries: 



Canadian Government Publications 
Portal 



Internet Archive Canada 

Canadian Government Publications: 

 19,910 items identified, more to come! 

 7.8T total size 

 1,968,181 downloads 

 

Popular Titles: 

 Sessional Papers of Canada 
◦ 461 items, 162,729 downloads 

 Public Accounts of Ontario 
◦ 129 items, 13,963 downloads 



Formats 

 JP2000 

 PDF 

 EPUB 

 Kindle 

 DAISY 

 Full Text OCR 

 DJVu 

 Metadata: MARC, Dublin 
Core, structural metadata 
and scandata  



Features 

 Read Online 

 Read Aloud 

 Embedded Book 
Reader 

 Text Search 

 Collection Search 

 Web accessible 
PDF 

 Metadata API 

 



Collections Usage 

Top Download Popular This Week 

5,716 downloads 121 Downloads! 



 
 

 
Sam-chin Li 

samchin.li@utoronto.ca 
 

Andrea Mills 
andrea@archive.org 

 

mailto:samchin.li@utoronto.ca
mailto:andrea@archive.org

